The American Revolution: Forging An Army
Introduction (0:00-10:44)
· December 17, 1777 Whitemarsh, Pennsylvania the Continental Army marched through the snow to find winter quarters 
· Horatio Gates was now an American war hero
· It was certain that the most prominent officer would likely lead the new nation

· Washington’s stock began to decline since his loss at Brandywine and the loss of Philadelphia

· The Continental Congress set up at York Pennsylvania now that Philadelphia was lost

· Members of the Congress began to question Washington’s ability to lead 

· Congress named Horatio Gates to lead the new Board of War and some believed that Gates should be the Commander in Chief

· Washington knew that it must win big soon in order to save his career

· The winter of 1777 was time for Washington to rebuild his army and his reputation

· 23 miles north of Philadelphia at Valley Forge, Washington established a camp.  He could closely watch the British from there

· Washington personally designed the camp- roads, fortifications, camps

· He enacted punishments for those who did not follow his strict health and sanitary code to prevent the spread of disease

· Washington’s hand on approach with troops and agreement to carry the same hardships as his men won the support of his men

· The British in Philadelphia lived large all winter and enjoyed themselves with social gatherings, balls, eating well, and drinking

· Supply shortages began to pose a problem at Valley Forge (food and clothes)- in February the supplies ran out

· Washington began writing to all of the colonies and local officials for more supplies

Valley Forge (10:44-18:56)
· In February of 1778 the winter was taking its toll on the army
· 2,500 died of disease and others were sick and hungry

· Congress pushed Washington to make a spring campaign to retake Philadelphia
· Frederick William Augustus Heinrich Ferdinand Baron de Steuben- and was an honorary knight of Prussia and was now in America
· The Baron stretched his story- he never received a rank higher than Captain

· He was rejected by the French, Spanish, and German armies because there were rumors that he had had relations with young boys

· The Americans accepted him and gave him the task of training the army

· Von Steuben trained a model unit that would then drill and train the other soldiers

· He introduced European tactics to the Colonials

· They learned how to form columns, to load and shoot guns, and to use bayonets

· Within weeks the unit was functioning- Von Steuben’s training manual was written and followed

· Nathaniel Greene was ambitious and loyal and became Brigadier General at age 33
· Greene was one of the largest critics of the terrible supply lines

· He led foraging parties into the wilderness but the local civilians refused to provide for the soldiers and livestock and grain were taken (and he left the civilians with an IOU)
· Green became the quartermaster and procurer of supplies to rebuild the supply lines for the army

· Von Steuben and Greene gave Washington the confidence he needed to attack

John Paul Jones (18:56-26:47)
· April 1778 after the long winter at Valley Forge the army continued to train for the summer campaign
· Across the Ocean off of the coast of England in April of 1778 the Ranger began to prepare to attack coastal towns in England
· Scottish born John Paul Jones was only 31 but had been sailing since 13

· Although in the 18th century people’s place in society was well established at birth- Jones wanted to be a gentleman

· In Virginia he wanted to start a new life after being accused of taking part in a mutiny

· He added the last name Jones to avoid discovery

· He joined the American navy in 1775- which was just a small flotilla of random merchant ships

· It could never stand up to the British navy (100 man of war ships compared to none)

· Jones’s plan was to surprise attack British merchant ships on the east coast, burn British ships on the west coast, and to raid port cities

· The goal was to wear down the British support for the war in England based on these attacks

· Jones became known as a pirate- which greatly upset him

· Jones planned to take the British war ship the Drake- the two ships fired on one another at close distance

· Jones fought a total war- unlike the gentleman style of the British

· Within an hour the Drake surrendered

· Jones quickly headed towards France with the British chasing him

· In the next year he led attacks with his new ship the Bon Homme Richard 

British Retreat From Philadelphia (26:47-36:03)
· May 5, 1778 at Valley Forge, Washington had a new confidence in the army (which was now 13,000)
· He held his army together during the winter

· In Philadelphia a new commander took over for the British: General Henry Clinton (Howe and Burgoyne were gone)
· Clinton was concerned with how his decisions would be judged and his reputation

· The diplomat, Benjamin Franklin, had persuaded the French to join them- the details of the Treaty of Friendship were being finalized and soon the navy and army of France would head to America

· In May 1778 the British held Philadelphia, New York City, and Newport, RI so Clinton was given the order to retreat out of Philadelphia and head to New York because England feared that the French navy would blockade

· Washington’s question soon became whether he should attack the British on their march to New York City

· Washington received the release of Charles Lee from the British in a prisoner exchange (Lee was one who had deeply opposed Washington and wanted Washington’s job)
· Lee questioned Washington’s commands at every chance- Washington questioned his loyalty (Lee was not treated as a regular prisoner while in British captivity- in fact he dined with the officers and gave them advice on how to defeat the Americans)

· June 20, 1778 at Mt. Holly, New Jersey- the British began their march to New York and Washington wanted to attack them despite the advice of his generals

· The 13,000 troops under Washington began to march towards them

· A regiment ahead of the British felled trees and skirmished with them in an attempt to slow them as the main army marched 90 miles in scorching heat towards the British

· The plan was for 5,000 advance forces to attack the rear of the British at Monmouth Courthouse, then Washington with 7,000 would wait behind and join the fight if the British decided to fight

· Charles Lee was offered the chance to lead the advanced forces
Monmouth Courthouse (36:03-44:18)
· June 28, 1778 Charles Lee and his 5,000 marched off to engage the rear of the British
· Lee did not attack and instead retreated
· Furious Washington personally rode ahead and attacked the British himself- nobody wrote down what Washington said to Lee but it certainly was not nice

· It was 104 degrees, one of the hottest days of the war, which exhausted and crippled the men

· The hot and exhausted British met the Colonials who were prepared in a defensive position

· Washington rode his horse at the front of his line to rally his men

· The British opened fire at Washington but miraculously missed him

· 20,000 soldiers fought in some of the most intense fighting of the war in the midst of the extreme heat

· The British made repeated advances but did not succeed

· In the midst of battle, a woman named Mary Hayes McCauley, brought water to the men and became known as Molly Pitcher

· The battle lasted nearly 5 house

· Sunstroke was the biggest killer that day

· In the end, the battle was a draw but the Americans now knew that they could hold their own against the British and this gave the public a renewed confidence in Washington

· Lee was court marshaled for his retreat

· He was wounded in 1 duel

· Challenged to 7 others for suggesting the Americans could not win the war
· Disgraced, he retired to his VA home and died there with his beloved dogs in 1782

· Washington next turned to General Benedict Arnold
